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Janeway, Elizabeth The Third Choice 
Doubleday. May 14,1959. 333p. $3.95. 
(Book-of-the-Month Club 


Every adult must familiar with that bleak hour 
truth, (usually about A.M.), when the nightmare 
the past matched only the horror the future, 
when there seems literally way out. And 
every sane person equally familiar with the somewhat 
shamefaced realization, the light the next morn- 
ing, that the agony the night was little foolish, that 
life does indeed offer third choice, that one need not 
defeated past future. this third choice, 
undramatic the light Terce which Elizabeth 
undertakes explore and define her latest 


Indexed the Catholic Periodical Index. 


The Third Choice the story two women caught 
their hour truth. Diana Belchamber, her sixties, 
crippled silly accident, finds that her wit, intelli- 
gence, sophistication, and money are longer defense 
against ignominious old age. Diana’s niece, Lorraine 
Koning, after nine years and two children, hover- 
ing the edge nervous breakdown and realizes 
that her marriage has become only corroding fear 
her husband. the space one quiet summer 
which Lorraine and her children live with the con- 
valescent Diana, both women are forced look the 
shape their lives. Diana, who feels that she has 
future, searches for meaning reliving her past, past 
which includes marriage enormously wealthy 
man twice her age, two world wars, turbulent affair 


Postoffice 
(Mentor 


which left her abandoned Capri, the mother 
illegitimate child, second happier marriage, and 
glamorous interlude gay and beautiful widow. Lor- 
raine finds pro-tem therapy affair which both 
she and her lover know can only temporary. 


act violence ends the summer soul searching 
for both Elizabeth Janeway’s women, and forces them 
recognize the undramatic but real third choice—the 
grateful choice life is, despite its past and 
defiance its future. 


The definition the third choice could the theme 
for great psychological novel, but Elizabeth Janeway 
lacks the depth write it. She has often been char- 
acterized woman’s novelist and The Third Choice 
has done nothing lift her above this reputation. Her 
writing competent and slick, her characterization 
valid enough, but superficial. its intricate and femi- 
nine detail, The Third Choice reminds this reviewer 
piece petit point embroidery—a very small piece. 


Genevieve Casey, 
Detroit, Michigan 


Morgan, One Star General 
Rinehart. May 12,1959. 270p. $3.50. (IIb) 


Charley Bronson was forced become West Point 
cadet his mother, whose husband was West Pointer 
killed the First World War. Although hated the 
army while the Military Academy, decided, upon 
graduation, make career army life and become 
successful. Charley Bronson’s career was blighted, how- 
ever, the memory Helen Davis’s death. Helen, 
who had become pregnant, indirectly caused acci- 
dent order bring miscarriage. Charley blamed 
himself for her death and felt that had pen- 
ance for his guilt. Charley married Margaret Davis, 
Helen’s sister, but after their marriage inadvertently 
revealed that still thought and really loved Helen. 
result Margaret became drunken, unfaithful 
wife. Charley, accepting this condition part his 
penance, set himself rise the rank general. 
this quest death wish developed. felt must 
die complete penance, but did not wish 
the instrument his own death. During the Second 
World War, Charley enters combat and takes im- 
prudent and foolhardy chances, endangering his men 
well himself. eventually mustered out 
combat army psychologists. After the war man- 
ages become one-star general blackmailing 
superior officer. Finally participated the Korean 
action, proves hero, conquers his psychotic tendencies 
and returns Margaret, who attempting reform. 


Those readers who are familiar with Morgan’s The 
Great Man will recall the author’s grim talent for vivid- 
dissecting man and way life. Just Morgan 
tore away obfuscations and sentimentalities from the 
revered entrepreneur does tear away the 
shams and superficialities the career officer’s exist- 
ence. exposing Charles Bronson, Morgan lets wit- 
ness the military system both its valuable manifesta- 
tions and characteristics well its excesses 
discipline, dishonesty, and cliquishness. But Charley 
Bronson was more than military man; was also 
ambitious man, and this ambition turns fundamental- 


SELLERS 


decent individual into ruthless, unethical schemer. 
Charley Bronson, however, deserved his one star, and 
indictment the military system that Bronson 
had use the means did achieve his 
son had two-fold burden. was scared his guilt 
over Helen’s death, and was corrupted the 
tem. Among other things, the system compelled him 
act procurer New York call girls for visiting 
higher ranking officers. The system transferred him 
another post because objected when superior officer 
attempted seduce his wife. Yet Bronson had 
accept the system become “office boy.” 


Mr. Morgan has made many wise observations about 
career officer’s life, duties, and problems, and tells 
quick-paced, highly interesting, times overly sensa- 
tional story that worth reading and thinking about 


for adults. 
Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Roth, Philip Goodbye, Columbus 
Houghton, Mifflin. May 298p. $3.75. (IIb) 


Mr. Philip Roth, Instructor English the Uni- 
versity Chicago, perhaps already known readers 
Esquire and the New Yorker. All the stories this 
volume have common theme which may described 
the religious consciousness the American Jew. 


Many Jews the Diaspora have all circumstances 
life sought retain the old faith with its prescriptions 
and practices. are the Orthodox Jews. The 
Reform group has largely abandoned the old rites 
being too restrictive and isolationst. The Conservative 
group takes position midway between Orthodox and 
Reform. But any level Jewish society the Ortho- 
dox faith has reckoned with. may repudi- 
ated but cannot ignored. 

When the pleasant suburb Woodenton Yeshivah 
Hebrew school opened, the Jewish residents, who had 
achieved social amalgam with their gentile and chief- 
Protestant neighbors, protested vigorously 
sisted that zoning laws invoked close the school. 
The principal object derision was bearded fellow 
threadbare black suit and oversize black hat 
who did the shopping for the school and whose very 
presence the fashionable stores was affront 
enlightenment and reform. They addressed long 
letter the head the Yeshivah which they ques- 
tioned the advisibility establishing Hebrew school 
such well integrated community. They mentioned 
only casually the man the black suit. The head- 
master answered their objections less than dozen 
words: “The suit the gentleman wears all he’s got.” 


another story the collection three Jewish trainees 
army camp are distressed because they cannot 
observe the dietary laws nor conveniently attend 
Synagogue service since falls clean-up night the 
barracks. The Italian Corporal received orders ex- 
cuse them from duty, whence followed this startling 
announcement: “All Jewish personnel fall out 
here they wants attend the Jewish Mass.” 

The opening story, “Goodbye, Columbus”, gives the 
book its title, and this the least amusing though per- 
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haps the most significant the lot. The surnames 
the characters are Semitic but their given names are 
not. Neil and Brenda carry love affair while 
guest her home, and while Brenda seems have 
moral scruples she who ends the affair when 
she allows her Orthodox mother find evidence it. 
The castigation which follows reveals the traditional 
Jewish attitude toward sexual license. 
For Goodbye, Columbus Houghton, Mifflin has awarded 
Philip Roth Literary Fellowship. deserves praise, 
too, for his deft probing into the Jewish conscience 
subject not without interest for Christians generally. 
James McDonough, 
St. John College, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Schoonover, Lawrence 
The Prisoner Tordesillas 
Little, Brown. May 15,1959. 308p. $3.95. (IIb) 


They called her the “mad Queen Castile” and three 
puissant Kings claimed rule over major portions 
Europe and the New World “in her name” but the 
marriages that age few 
careers ever began more promisingly than that Juana 
Spain. her wedding day Spain’s silver bells 
chimed out message rejoicing this union the 
Infanta Spain and the Indies Philip Bel, Arch- 
duke Austria and King the Netherlands. Though 
marriage diplomacy which united the powerful 
Spain Ferdinand and Isabella with the sprawling 
Holy Roman Empire Maximilien, was also mar- 
riage love Juana’s part and Philip she gave 
complete devotion and fidelity. curious compound 
reserved Spanish pride, insular rearing and utter 
dedication, deeply religious and conscientious, Juana 
yet brought the marriage bed wifely passion which 
held and attracted Philip during most their married 
life for his one major infidelity with Germaine 
Foix, later succeed Isabella Ferdinand’s second 
wife. 

Happily sojourning with Philip the Netherlands, 
Juana blossomed and bore him daughter and son, later 
become Charles rigid Spanish morality 
rebelled Philip’s amoral diplomacy characterized 
the incident where did meaningless homage 
Louis XII for Burgundy and Juana was tricked into 
seeming homage against her will. Returning, after 
several years Spain receive the homage the 
Castilian Cortes Isabella’s successor, the young couple 
found themselves embroiled Ferdinand’s anti-French 
policy, culminating the seizure the Kingdom 
Naples. Philip escaped the toils but only the cost 
leaving Juana behind while she bore another son. 
The wily Ferdinand persuaded the ailing Isabella that 
Juana should detained the country for Spain’s 
good and she was virtually imprisoned with her 
mother’s consent. Escaping she rejoined Philip who 
had been deceived into thinking she had left him 
her own accord and had begun affair with Germaine 
Foix. Juana sacrificed her own integrity and innate 
goodness win him back, culminating the incident 
where she publicly stripped and mutilated Germaine, 
the first many incidents which Ferdinand’s spies were 
interpret indications approaching madness. 


Upon Isabella’s death Philip and Juana returned 
Spain assume the rule Castile but Philip died 
the journey and Juana’s grief carried her almost 
madness she compressed time into the last few 
moments love left her. Delayed the wiles 
Ferdinand hungry for power, she wasted months grief 
while Ferdinand persuaded the Cortes her madness, 
assumed the regency and took all practical power into 
his own hands. was then able imprison Juana 
and her youngest daughter, Catalina, Tordesillas 
until the utter futility her life probably drove her 
across the borderline into real madness. Even after her 
son, Charles became King Spain and Holy Roman 
Emperor she languished prison until her death. 


Lawrence Schoonover has woven very craftsmanlike, 
plausible and readable novel over logical yet some- 
what superficial analysis Juana’s career. His theme 
that she was driven madness the cruelty, indiffer- 
ence and even hatred father, husband and son, power 
seekers all, acceptable, though not necessarily true 
interpretation events. Though adequate the sur- 
face his characterization not deeply analytical; plot 
and story flow smoothly; background essentially cor- 
rect and not overly obtrusive. The book marred 
over-explicit reference matters sexual and seems suit- 


able only for adults. 
Leonard Wolf, Ph.D. 


Panova, Vera Time Walked 
Arlington. Apr. 30,1959. 177p. $3.50. 


The world childhood with its own joys, anticipations, 
sorrows and crises, above all else wonder-world. 
Almost all things are big. Doors are terribly high, and 
people (except children) are almost high they are. 
into this world, the world little Serioja, that 
Vera Panova takes Time Walked. 

Serioja small Russian boy. The fact that 
Russian doesn’t make him any different from other 
little boys. No, his world just much world 
“ah’s” and that any other little boy—and, 
might add, world cuts and scratches and plenty 
“ouch’s” and even some naughtiness. Serioja’s real 
father was dead. For time did not know was 
better have daddy not. The question was settled 
for him when got new daddy: was much, much 
better have daddy. With Korostelev for daddy 
was the proudest and happiest boy the world. 
Outweighing all the gifts his daddy gave him, even the 
bicycle, there was love and understanding which 
never knew mother was 
teacher. Although she was kind Serioja, she now 
gave much more time his new daddy than she did 
him. And when his new little brother came, 
seemed that she loved him much more than she did 
Serioja. Serioja had many friends. There were older 
boys whom worshipped; Shurik, who being his own 
age, was his true confident; and little girls like Lida 
from whom had hide every sign unmanliness, 
lest she call him sissy. When Serioja’s father was 
ordered take his work different part the 
country, the world almost ended for Serioja. Because 
his ill health, seemed that would have stay 
behind. The hurt rent his heart. They could have 
taken him. They just didn’t want him. His father 


promised him that soon became well, Serioja 
could join the rest the family. Trusting his father 
who had always been faithful him, Serioja bit his 
lip and managed keep the tears and the hurt inside. 
was almost too heroic for such small bay—a heroism 
which his father could not resist: “Serioja, get your 
things together, you are coming with us.” 


Madame Panova has very beautifully portrayed the 
heart and mind small boy. She has threaded the 
incidents little Serioja’s life with simple, but moving 
plot. The reader need not look for anything particu- 
larly Russian the surroundings. The entire book 
could lifted into different environment with very 
little Among Madame Panova’s many literary 
gifts, Time Walked points especially her minute ob- 
servation human behaviour and her very straight- 


forward style. 
Leigh Bradley, O.F.C. Cap., 
Marathon, Wisconsin 


Allen, Walter Three-Score and Ten 
Morrow. May 6,1959. 279p. $3.50. 


Mr. Allen’s latest novel not only sympathetic por- 
trayal old age, but England Billy Ashted, now 
seventy-six, has seen it. Widowed and unable care 
for himself, Billy taken into the home one his 
sons. Living with others isn’t easy for Billy. The pro- 
tective and slightly patronizing atmosphere his son’s 
home upsets him, and after unsuccessful flight and 
unsatisfactory reconciliation, Billy sets down the remi- 
niscences which make this novel. But the 
real novel, and the real sadness it, Billy’s flight 
from God. 


Born lower middle class parents the industrial 
Midlands, the third fifteen children, Billy becomes 
like his father silversmith and rebel against au- 
thority. But Billy primarily talker and observer. 
Hence his irascibility, along with the intense loyalty 
feels not only for his wife, Rose, but for his friends 
stouter character. George Thompson, labor leader 
whose career Parliament ends with public knowledge 
adulterous affair, one such friend. His brother 
Horace, whose stark Calvinism inexpliacble Billy, 
another. His youngest son, Tom, might have been 
one, too, had wanted his father’s friendship and 
understanding. Tom, dishonest, lazy, and not 
quite clever enough keep out trouble, who breaks 
Billy’s heart. 


All this detailed here because, however absorbing the 
state England may have been the past seventy-five 
years, and however ably this portrayed certain 
its aspects the author, overwhelmingly Billy 
himself who engages the reader’s sympathy. Too in- 
telligent taken the sham cults his day, 
and too shrewd his appraisal the true position 
the Church England accept his own, Billy 
remains man with problem which, novel’s end, 
unsolved. 


Once when George Thompson feels humiliated over 
the failure strike had espoused, Billy starts 
walking him night, “Nowhere particular 
and always the direction George’s but always 
veering off, taking another road, approached his 


house George, who was also Billy’s brother-in- 
law, had his unexpressed reasons for not wanting 
home that night. 


Billy’s reasons for not wanting home, the home 
that can every man’s Christendom, are expressed 
the agnostic jargon his heyday. One feels that 
even for Billy these reasons are singularly unconvincing. 
Billy’s occasional rages, his almost perfunctory outbursts 
profanity and sacrilege, are all too explicable. And 
Billy, the approach death, endearing, un- 
certain, and pitiful ever. 


Charles Gros, 
Panama City, Florida 


Blassingame, Wyatt Live from the 
Doubleday. May 7,1959. 408p. $4.50. (IV) 

For the jacket design this “Novel Florida Cattle 
Emperor,” Roy Superior’s innocent, lush landscape 
merits praise. Unfortunately, the landscape the 
novel itself more lush than innocent. The story 
how Matt Prescott sixteen has the makings 
“natch’al cowman,” how sees the Brahma bull 
strain superior native stock, how decides capi- 
talize this fact, and does, skillfully developed 
this regional novel with its pioneer twist. From 1900 
1950, Matt conquers not only the deadly tick, but 
the pride and bigotry those Florida crackers whose 
resistance change breeds violence when runs 
counter his ambitions. young veterinary leads the 
assault the tick; Matt leads his own against his per- 
sonal enemies. 


All this legitimate stuff for the author, who uses 
well. Moreover, his plunge beneath the surface 
things fully justifies his citation from The Mind the 
South, Cash, with its reference the South- 
erner’s “most intense individualism the world has seen 
since the Italian Renaissance and its men ’terrible 
Fury’.” More the pity, then, that Live from the Devil 
makes sex added, insistent theme, that all else 
seems warped out natural context. Beast and man 
are treated, not only clinically, but with salacious over- 
tones and determination label amoral that which, 
for many, definitely immoral. How high toll 
prospective readers this will cost the author one can- 


not say; wholesome approach needn’t have cost any. 


Matt marries Tony, Spanish descent, the fury 
his discovery that she can’t easily seduced. 
father atheist who refuses let his pietistic wife 
raise her the Church. All Tony has pit against 
Matt’s infidelities her own jealous love him and 
her sense the natural decencies. Matt’s love for 
Tony and his adherence family life are one thing, 
the gratification his lust another. Whether senti- 
mentally “realistically,” Matt’s extra-marital activi- 
ties are all carefully described. Cora Wentworth, the 
“madam” with whom for involved reasons 
never develops, admiringly portrayed. Mary Cam- 
den, the nurse detailed Matt when killing feud 
with lifetime enemy sends him the hospital, that 
wonderful other woman who becomes Matt’s last affair, 
and whom are told loves equally with, but more 
glamorously than his wife. those whose beds Matt 
inhabits, Barbara Bennett alone, wealthy and promis- 
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cuous widow, revealed the sexually vicious per- 
son she is. 


The author takes his title from passage Emerson’s 
Self-Reliance. His dedication “To Count, with thanks 
for all the help over long, long time.” doubt 
authors are entitled their private jokes and mysteries 
the matter dedications, and may sheer coin- 
cidence that the only Count this novel potent 


Brahma bull. 
Charles Gros 


Chang, Diana Woman Thirty 
Random House. Apr. 16,1959. 246p. $3.95. 


This well written novel, the second Miss Chang, 
and was written fellowships the MacDowell 
Colony, Peterborough, New Hampshire. think the 
authoress shows great promise, although the novel 
seems lack something. 

the story Emily Merrick, written the first 
person, and when the novel begins she Florida 
waiting for her divorce. see her sensitive, in- 
telligent, shy girl who realized too late that her husband 
attracted her only because was sure himself, 
didactic, and freed her from making decisions for herself. 
She returns New York, finds good job with pub- 
lishing house and begins her solitary, career girl life. 
Lonely and afraid letting life pass she becomes 
the mistress married man until guilt feelings finally 
force him give the affair. this point Emily 


_sees that the struggles her friends are like her own, 


toward and away from love and responsibility. She 
knows now that conflict condition the living. 


found the end somewhat vague and the over-all im- 
pression the book gave was not good wished 


were. 
Adele Nash, 
Buffalo, New York 


Shulman, Irving The Velvet Knife 
Doubleday. May 7,1959. 336p. $3.95. (IV) 


Dick Fleming, narrator, skidded-to-the-bottom failure 
screen writer, alcoholic and broke New York, 
manages stupor convince movie-producer Nor- 
stram that has great “story” sell. Given con- 
tract return Hollywood, panics because can- 
not recall the story had persuasively unrolled 
the mogul. Little Phil Hammschlager, unctuous and 
mediocre Madison Avenue publicist, takes Dick hand 
and accompanies him “the coast.” Using Dick’s 
ex-wife pawn, tricks Norstram into disclosing the 
story bought and Dick the road recovery. 


Then, using Dick his wedge, Phil insinuates himself 
into the company and employ movie greats. His sole 
object not the ordinary form success, but marriage 
with Mary Scott, all-America’s singing sweetheart and 
publicized fiancée Bruce Dunlop, all female Amer- 
ica’s dream man. Phil’s attitude toward Mary psy- 
chotic; has every press clipping ever devoted her 
and every photograph ever made her. has Mary 
Scott dolls, complete with costume changes. has 
files kept storage. worships her in- 


How Phil, with all his ridiculous physical and social 
qualities able work his way into the confidence 
those around Mary and Mary herself, that 
able destroy her love for Dunlop, (and the reverse), 
leaving himself the objectively unimaginable position 
“logical contender,” the basic story The Velvet 
Knife. 
Dick’s effort reinstate his marriage, requiring absolute 
success his career and reform from alcoholism 
secondary. 
The whole thing filled out with “inside” background 
material California life, the movie industry, and 
general sociological comment. The denouement, 
which Mary finally sees through Phil and shatters him 
revealing herself less than normal woman is, 
brief, perverted. 
The author, who has written for Hollywood for several 
years, disclaims directly representational reality for his 
creatures. This believable, for such grotesque con- 
glomeration fixation-ridden beasts would difficult 
conceive even movieland. The crude exaggera- 
tions character, principally that Phil, Uriah 
Heep diabolical and diseased intent, but including 
the producer, the stars, the writer, and the bit players, 
could meaningful only satire. And good satires 
have been done the subject. But Mr. Shulman has 
written what purports serious study the char- 
acters invented, for the sake the study itself. For its 
crudities, obscenities, undigested Freudian contrived 
motivation, lack moral value, and fundamental un- 
reality, the novel worthless. Some overwriting and 
some purposeless episodes, plus some gratuitously raised 
and (to this story) inconsequential references anti- 
Semitism and political philosophy, also make this 
annoying book. The Velvet Knife, novel Holly- 
wood “friendship” unsuitable for any class reader. 

Clinton Maguire, 

New Orleans, Louisiana 


Costigan, James The Little Moon Alban 
Simon and Schuster. Apr. 6,1959. 145p. $3.50 

With the play whose title heads this book included 
also Wind from the South.” These two plays made 
memorable Julie Harris, are dedicated 
their author Miss Harris this printed version. 
Both catch the flavor and the rhythm the Irish love 
life, man, and God. Both combine that re- 
freshing rarity: story telling and telling technique. The 
result approaches art when translated television. 
printed form, these plays offer the further fascination 
operational script and perceptive preface 
Mr. Costigan. The realization that the wonders 
art the form play must outshine the wonders 
science the form set its message; the plays, 


its near satisfaction. 
Quinn, 


University Scranton 


Buck, Pearl Command the Morning 
Day. May 4,1959. 317p. $4.50. (IIb) 


The men who unleashed the almost unbelieveable 
power the atom were above all scientists, dedicated 
and single-minded. The names some became house- 


hold words, and the phone call the White House-— 
“The Italian navigator has landed the New World 
yes, yes, the natives are nearly 
well known “What God hath wrought.” 


Pearl Buck has built around the lives the men who 
were the leaders the Manhattan Project, the research 
and experiments, the personal problems, the terrible 
question each must answer: shall this terrifying force 


The chief protagonists are fictitious: Burton Hall, the 
mature scientist charge the project, and his de- 
voted wife, Mollie; Stephen Coast, brilliant young assist- 
ant, and his wife Helen; Jane Earl, beautiful young 
scientist who drawn both men. 


the story opens Spring, 1940, Burton Hall 
gathering the scientists who will separate uranium 235. 
Stephen Coast and Jane Earl, who had studied under 
Fermi, join the group working under the West Stands 
Stagg Field, the University Chicago. Stephen 
becomes more and more immersed his work, and 
his wife drift apart, she cannot share this tre- 
mendous secret. Jane Earl becomes indispensible 
Hall, and she and Stephen feel the beginning rela- 
tionship based both love and science. The entrance 
this country into the war spurs the project and makes 
available more money from Washington. Working 
against time and the possibility that the Nazis may 
ahead them, the scientists achieve what was thought 
impossible: the first self-sustaining chain reaction 
and controlled release nuclear energy, December 


1942. 


The towns Oak Ridge and Los Alamos become reali- 
ties the scientists work feverish pace, wives and 
children all but forgotten. The military and scientific 
conflict, with The General taking command the 
Project. Hall, son Methodist preacher, remembers 
the Book Revelation, the sea glass, mingled with 
fire, fearing the possible vaporization earth and air. 
Stephen ,of Quaker background, cannot bring himself 
work this bomb, until after reads the Bataan 
death march. The explosion the New Mexico desert 
opens the new age, with each man questioning the 
morality his part it. 


The decision drop the bomb brings more soul search- 
ing. Pearl Buck’s love the Orient and its people 
evident the descriptions the fishing village 
Kyoto, the “little people” who would killed. Her 
account the bombing dramatic its simplicity. 


the story ends, year later, Jane Earl has returned 
pure research, Burton Hall teaching, and Stephen 
Coast working for large industry. Already the 
bomb has been superceded the possibility space 
flight. Hall recalls sermon his father’s the 
Book Job, God asks Job, “Hast thou commanded 
the morning?” Perhaps, muses, when the first young 
man soars into space, powered atomic enegry, 
yell back the rest here the little old earth: 
man, command the morning.’ 


Pearl Buck’s mastery language and characterization 
make this fine novel. Years research have made 
her familiar with the steps the making the bomb. 
The moral question involved adds another dimension, 


problem still debated. opinion, fascinating 
book, highly recommended mature readers. 
Mary Moriarty, 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 


Freedman, Benedict and Nancy 
Holt. Apr. 27,1959. 320p. $3.95. (IIb) 


Take three Americans: neurotic who has just found 
way life which will cling any cost; his 
sister, Tresa, psychosomatic who fast discovering 
that her idols have clay feet; young man love. Set 
them down Palma Mallorca, where the people 
live with the influence Isla los Rocas, island 
rocks, some call it, Muerte, death. 
Stir them fifteen-year-old Mallorquin, roman- 
tically love with Tresa. Add few more characters, 
none whom could called normal, every-day-run- 
of-the mill people. And what you have? You could 
have hodge podge, dud, but under the guiding hand 
the writing team Benedict and Nancy Freedman 
you have forceful, almost shocking, first-rate novel. 
Tresa, twenty-five, gave the only world she knew, 
the keyboard the concert piano. She fashioned 
new philosophy for herself and sought her brother who 
was three years older and whom she had not seen 
thirteen years. guided Tresa her search find 
out about life and taught her laugh, admired, 
listen compliment. However, forgot teach 
her how not fall love with the wrong man. Ina 
uperiod seven eight months, Tresa lived life- 
time. Disillusioned her first love, she nevertheless 
fell love second time, this time with the too-col- 
legiate stupid young used-car salesman. Despite this 
love, her confused thinking and her unhealthy attach- 
ment dying young girl sent her back her first 
lover. tense and dramatic climax the story 
Tresa come shocking end with everyone getting 
what deserves. 

This not the sort novel that would recommend 
for general reading. The theme rather unpleasant 
with its neuroses and its erotic currents, and the 
hands less skilled writers could dynamite. How- 
ever, spite its aura fetidity, the Freedmans have 
produced novel with impact. will undoubtedly 
popular circulating libraries and will public 
library shelves. The simple Spanish expressions used 
throughout the book lend distinctive charm without 
distraction. 


Tresa 


Carmen Collier, 
Canada, California 


Condon, Richard The Manchurian Candidate 
McGraw-Hill. Apr. 27,1959. 311p. $4.50. (IV) 


seems there ought law against putting 
out books like this novel, law binding both author 
and publisher. matter fact, there is: God’s law. 
But what would these people know that; the al- 
mighty Dollar has supplanted the almighty God. And 
author’s Condon’s ilk continue suck seekers 
secondary sex sensation down into intellectual hell- 
pit where they sizzle their own fires abnormal 
concupiscence. takes author Condon eleven pages 
get his ambivalous hero, Raymond Shaw, into bed 
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with strange woman news-reporter; thereafter and 
the supporting cast are jumping and out beds for 
the rest the book. this this not plain por- 


nography? 


Raymond was good boy once; but his downgrading 
traced step step with little left the imagination. 
apt subject for brainwashing Chinese com- 
munists when captured Korea. But the linger- 
ing impression that author Condon needs brain- 
washing with good old moral naphtha, full strength. 
For obvious reasons, Sergeant Shaw little loved and 
studiously avoided his men Korea. When cap- 
tured during night patrol, indoctrinated and 
within four days turned into killer who will slay 
the drop red hat and forget immediately all 
about the killing. The ten others captured with him 
are drugged into thinking Raymond hero 
his conduct among the Reds. 


Dumped near the American lines, the indoctrinated 
soldiers recount glowing tales the imagined heroics 
Shaw and sent back the for Con- 
gressional Medal Honor, gimmick which actual 
holders that high distinction will resent and with 
good reason. Meanwhile, back Washington, his so- 
cial-climbing mother (hurray for who will 
crawl over anyone’s back kick anyone the face 
score social point, arranges hero’s welcome for sonny 
boy. course, all these heroics won’t hurt her 
second husband’s political career and, what’s good for 
hubby good for Mom. Friend hubby 


Senator with his eye the White House. 


Mom sees political hay the Communist issue and 
Senator pitches fast and furious under her watchful 
eye. produces list Commies the Defense 
Department, the number whom varies from speech 
spech. thinly-veiled jab the late Joe Mc- 
Carthy, Condon’s Senator becomes embroiled the 
issue and investigated his colleagues. But nothing 
seems right and power-hungry Mom, Senator 
hubby and hero-son Raymond tongue lash each other 
throughout the book most colorful language, freely 
punctuated with coarse blasphemies. 


Halfway through this malodorous melange, you don’t 
care what the time-bombed mind former sergeant 
Raymond Shaw will produce. word one syl- 
lable, this novel stinks. not only unsuitable for 
any class reader, but publisher’s crime. 


Dean Corcoran,O.F.M.Cap., 
St. Lawrence Seminary, 
Mount Calvary, Wisconsin 


Renault, Mary The Charioteer 
Pantheon. May 1959. 347p. $4.50. (III) 


This novel, apparently published the for the 
first time because the unprecedented and unpre- 
dictable success Miss Renault’s two later novels, The 
Last the Wine and The King Must Die, which were 
masterly recreations ancient Greece, is, for all its 
title, modern setting, England during the distress- 
ing days World War II. treats distasteful theme 
with insight that seems amazing woman, namely 
the question homosexuality among the men who 


were fighting the war living war conditions 
London. There attempt glamorize this theme, 
although Miss Renault professes observe the phe- 
nomenon with compassion and understanding. She 
relates large part the pagan tolerance and ac- 
ceptance such deviation particularly expressed 
Plato’s Phaedrus, essay not well known his 
other more quoted books. Indeed, the root the 
problem seems lack firm religious faith. The 
atmosphere agnosticism that little more than 
neo-paganism England, (and elsewhere), seems 
engender such deviations and encourage not mere- 
ignore them. is, however, distasteful book 
because its subject matter and hardly likely 
appeal any normal minded reader. The prurient and 
morbidly curious will disappointed, too, because, 
spite the distasteful subject, Miss Renault writer 
with taste, and discretion. 


Companions, Composers, and 
Canal-Builders 


Great Companions 
Apr. 1959. 312p. $4.75. 


Eastman, Max 


Farrar, Straus Cudahy. 


Cardus, Neville Composers Eleven 


Payne, Robert The Canal Builders 
Macmillan. May 12,1959. 278p. $5.00. 


Max Eastman, the course long and colorfully 
literary life, has known many the prorninent people 
his time and has liked many them. this book, 
presents anecdotal and appreciative essays 
dozen such people, including Albert Einstein, Ernest 
Hemingway (with whom had hassle), George 
Santayana, Edna St. Vincent Millay, Bertrand Russell, 
Annis Ford Eastman (his preacher mother), Leon Trot- 
sky, Scripps, John Dewey, Charlie Chaplin, Sig- 
mund Freud, and Pablo Casals. Mr. Eastman not 
unduly adulatory but rather admirably charitable his 
recollection these acquaintances and friends. 
makes good reading, though not particularly valuable 
information. 


Neville Cardus, figure British musical circles, dis- 
cusses with some distinction and insight Schubert, 
Wagner, Brahms, Bruckner, Mahler, Richard Strauss, 
Franck, Debussy, Elgar, Delius and Sibelius this col- 
lection comparatively brief essays. introduc- 
tion particularly the British and Austrian composers 
treated, this will good book have about for 
better understanding, perhaps, composers who are 
becoming more well known through the much enlarged 
catalogues recordings. 


Robert Payne’s “story Canal Engineers through the 
ages” competent professional and somewhat jour- 
nalistic account the major efforts men connect 
sea with sea cutting channels through the lands that 
separate them. makes interesting and easy reading 
and should popular college and public library 
book shelves. selected bibliography and index 
help make useful for reference; but the illustra- 
tions are scant and not particularly well chosen. 
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Fodor, Eugene (Editor) 
Jet Age Guide Europe: 1959 
McKay. Apr. 10,1959. 825p. $5.95. (I) 


Anyone going Europe this summer? Then this 
the most complete and comprehensive handbook 
carry along with you. covers some countries, in- 
cluding San Marino, Liechtenstein, Soviet Russia, Al- 
bania, (in case you were planning that “out-of-the-way” 
trip), and supplies all sorts tourist information, from 
history sight-seeing, availability and prices rented 
cars, and all sorts other oddments. printed 
India paper, bound light blue cloth and, although 
handful and somewhat heavy carry about, should 
prove useful and economical. Best the lot, far. 


Packard, Vance The Status Seekers 
McKay. Apr. 29,1959. 376p. $4.50. 

Vance Packard rare bird among modern social 
scientists: not only gathers facts, but takes sides, 
gets mad. Since that rare sociologist who can 
write (as ex-newspaperman, ex-Collier’s staffer), 
not surprising turns out best sellers that get people 
excited. 


Two years ago Mr. Packard shook Madison Avenue 
with The Hidden Persuaders, knockout popular ex- 
pose the ruthless use psychology advertising 
and politics. This time goes after another monster 
advertising and mass merchandising have helped 
create: growing and hardening class consciousness 
the world’s bastion democracy. Among his new 
enemies, Mr. Packard sure count the breezy, slick- 
paper journalists who have, the midst our giddy 
prosperity, been trying sell togetherness, the 
“people’s capitalism,” and new “all-middle class” 
society. 

The Status Seekers well-documented synthesis 
the author’s own research and mountains class 
investigation other scholars who have 


HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 
CTION 

Doctor Zhivago (Ila) Pasternak Oct. 
Exodus (IIb) Uris 15, 
From the Terrace (III) O’Hara Dec. 15, 
Mrs. ’Arris Goes Paris Gallico Dec. 
The Devil Bucks County Schiddel Mar. 
Nine Coaches Waiting Stewart Feb. 
The Watch That Ends 

the Night MacLennan Mar. 
Lady (Ila) Gary Jan. 
The Middle Age Mrs. Eliot (Ila) Wilson Apr. 
Mountolive (IIb) Durrell Apr. 

NON-FICTION 

Mine Enemy Grows Older (IIb) King Dec. 
Only America (Ila) Golden Aug. 
Twixt Twelve and Twenty (1) Boone Feb. 15, ’59 
Elizabeth the Great (Ila) Jenkins Mar. 15, 
Brotherhood Evil Sondern Mar. 
Brother Was Only Child (Ila) Douglas May 
The Dress Doctor Head& Ardmore 


lacked both Mr. Packard’s communicative powers and 
his low boiling point. bright, readable prose, spiced 
with gentle gags and human interest, this what Mr. 
Packard says: 


Americans are being frozen into five social classes, 
and getting harder every day move from one 
another. 


The top dogs are the Real Upper Class (the rich 
and established) and the Semi-Uppers (the managers, 
technologists and professionals), who between them 
make most the decisions our society. The neces- 
sary admission ticket for these brackets: college 
diploma. 


The supporting classes are stretched out three 
levels: first, the white-collar middle echelons and the 
blue-collar elite who lack the diploma higher; 
second, the workers (40 per cent the entire popula- 
tion) who, office factory, routine, easy-to-learn 
jobs; finally, the have-not slum-dwellers, the unedu- 
cated scapegoats “who don’t give damn.” 


Even within these general classes, people are higher 
lower depending how long they’ve been here, 
their nationality, religion skin color. 


the top four classes, people are constantly trying 
upgrade establish their status; the fifth, they 
revolt, and turn women, beer and wild Saturday 
nights. Net result: neurosis, discrimination, delin- 
quency national scale. 

All classes but the lowest enjoy, says Mr. Packard, 
high standard living. But this has bearing 
class status, which determines whether man will treat 
you equal, superior inferior. The maddest 
scramble all for the symbols, the material baubles 
that immediately “place” man this class jungle. 
Examples: home location, home decorations (the 
zenith: gold faucets the bathtub), occupation (phy- 
sicians are far front), reporting time work, stores 
patronized, words used (only non-U’s fell “ill” instead 
methods lovemaking, friends, clubs, 
church( highest rating: Episcopal), political party, 
schools, campus clubs. 

The lower class man, who generally does not 
college matter what his IQ, will never have the 
money buy upper class status, but can, says Mr. 
Packard, buy upper class symbols. Egged adver- 
tising copywriters, goes into debt acquiring 
thinks are necessities, ends believing real success 
lies accumulating bright little toys. 

Mr. Packard does not dodge implications: things are 
getting worse. The great mass people are working 
dull, routinized jobs that leave them dissatisfied and 
frustrated; “working your way up” becoming increas- 
ingly difficult; and probably most ominous, people 
more and more are socializing with and living next 
only those their own class. When was the last time 
you spoke factory worker corporation executive 
outside business? 

But maybe it’s like complaining about the weather. 
Aren’t classes inevitable complex society? Maybe 
you can’t wipe them out, says Mr. Packard, but stop 
pretending they don’t exist. 
climb where they can’t possibly climb; help them in- 
stead find satisfaction, security, dignity, and creative 
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outlets their own sphere. And for those talented 
and currently wasted millions who can climb, let down 
the gates, give them chance, restore the American 
dream aristocracy natural talent. 


The job the social critic show what we’re 
doing wrong can better. Too often his voice 
only distant echo from the halls ivy. People 
will, happily, hear Mr. Packard. their wisdom they 
should know that truth especially valuable when 
rocks the boat; Mr. Packard good man with oar. 


James Arnold, 
Creighton University, 
Omaha, Nebraska 


Weinstock, Earl and Herbert Wilner 
The Seven Years 
Dutton. May 254p. $3.75. 


This simple factual account what happened 
twelve-year-old Jewish boy, Isaac, living with his 
widowed mother and two older brothers the Roman- 
ian village Isai 1939. was directly the path 
history and that political climate was inevitable 
that should have the adventures recounted here. 
writes young man now living the United 
States, his name changed Earl, the suggestion 
the uncle who brought him and his mother this 
country. “To know who really is,” writes 
the Prologue, have rediscover Isaac.” 


His the all-too-familiar story German cruelty, 
the separation and deportation Jewish families, 
hounded from one prison another, living under un- 
conditions filth and starvation, the 
physical and spiritual tortures, the helplessness those 
imprisoned for reason the will diabolically 
inspired force. Among the prisoners Transnistra, 
laboratory which can see all the suffering 
and all the cruelty mankind all the world through 
all time,” the little Isaac, lately bereft his older 
brothers, met Miklos, who took interest him and 
taught him the basic tenets atheistic communism. 
The reader struck the calculated and skillful 
presentation the Red doctrines: Miklos began de- 
the child’s faith creation and God’s provi- 
dence, only later going the explanation capi- 
talism, profit, class struggle, all terms within the boy’s 
experience the time the Rus- 
liberated this camp, fulfilling Miklos’ promise that 
they would so, the little boy was quite convinced 
that Miklos was right and his mother 
their belief the Jewish doctirne they had 
taught him. Arrived back Isai, was reunited 
with his mother, now broken health her imprison- 
ment, but still keeping faith with her lifelong dream 
her brothers the United States. Added 
her mourning the disappearance her two older sons 
was her grief over Isaac’s loss faith, the result 
Miklos’ teaching. was her belief the slender hope 
escape that encouraged Isaac undertake the plan- 
the successful journey America, detailed 
the second half the book. 


sense, Earl Weinstock’s biography tribute 
his mother, and his deep appreciation the character 
this courageous woman expressed with the ad- 


mirable restraint and sincerity which mark the entire 
work. This story which has been told many times 
the past twenty years and the reader impressed 
anew the strength the human spirit, its will 
survive. The book well constructed, written from 
objective, completely unemotional, almost de- 
tached point view. difficult say why does 
not quite come off. Perhaps the telling one person’s 
story another breaks the direct contact between the 
reader and the man who lived the story. Perhaps Earl 
Weinstock has not quite found himself; after all, 
still young and the end the seven years not far 
behind him. hoped that this gentle, brave 
citizen the United States will continue write. 


Alice McCahill, 
Charlottesville, Virginia 


Pakenham, Thomas The Mountains Rasselas 
Reynal. Apr. 14,1959. 192p. $4.00. (I) 

When Dr. Samuel Johnson wrote Rasselas, described 
theplace where that prince had been reared boun- 
tiful valley, surrounded towering mountains; the 
prince himself, like the other relatives the reigning 
king, was detained there prevent his taking part 
any projected revolutionary movement against the royal 
government. Johnson’s account was based the actual 
practice the kings Ethiopia, and Thomas Paken- 
ham, the Mountains Rasselas, tells his attempts 
locate the place Rasselas’s imprisonment; Paken- 
ham’s account worthy, somewhat abbreviated, 
addition the travellers’ tales which occupy hon- 
ored place English literature. 


the tenth century, the kings Ethiopia, order 
safegard their governments, determined the plan 
incarcerating their male relatives—all whom, 
matter how remote nor how illegitimate the relation- 
ship, were legally heirs the throne—on the summit 
high mountain. Ethiopian mountains differ from 
those known dwellers the western hemisphere, 
that they have foothills, and apparently ease 
approach. The descriptions and pictures furnished 
Pakenham—a handsome example found the 
book-jacket—show the three mountains 
sively the kings rising sheer and virtually un- 
forested from the surrounding plains. Debra Damo, 
Amba Geshen, and Mount Wachni—the name used 
Pakenham the beginning; the end the book, 
calling Mount Wehni—were used the tenth, 
thirteenth, and seventeenth centuries for royal im- 
prisonment, with some continuation from one century 
another, and also with some lapses this custom. 


European had ever seen explored Wehni until 
Pakenham’s visit, and makes quite clear his own 
failure accomplish real exploration. the process 
journeying Wehni, however, made expeditions 
Debra Damo and Geshen, Ethiopian settlement 
called Bethlehem, where discovered medieval 
Christian church beautiful proportions and decora- 
tion; and, after attempt Lenten pilgrimage ac- 
cording the Ethiopian usage, fifteenth-century Book 
the Gospels, superb condition. The closest ap- 
proach Wehni was airplane flight, after pro- 
jected helicopter trip had failed. 


Pakenham’s account has all the fascination one would 
expect find the writings perceptive Oxford 
graduate who had already, during his long vacations, 
secured intimate knowledge little-known areas 
Europe. displays times indebtedness Waugh, 
who mentioned the author having been in- 
fluential, along with Samuel Purchas and the Scriptural 
account the Queen Sheba’s journey Solomon, 
arousing his interest Ethiopia. The book suffers 
but slightly from some carelessness 
Robby and Roddy the same paragraph for the same 
man; Stompf and Stomf the same page, for the 
same man; the placing Ethiopian named Zaga- 
christ the court Louis XIV nine years before that 
monarch was born. the whole, pleasant, 
delightfully written account interesting journey, 
with some descriptions persons and places that are 


really memorable. 
Sister Marie Carolyn, O.P., 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, D.C. 


Gray, Glenn 
The Warriors (Reflections Men Battle) 
Harcourt. Apr. 22,1959. 242p. $3.95. 


May 1941 Professor Glenn Gray received two 
letters, one from Washington announcing that was 
inducted into the Army private, and the 
other from New York City and Columbia University 
assuring him that his doctorate Philosophy was con- 
ferred. Between that date and October 28, 1945 Dr. 
Gray has done lot thinking and since then has 
been reflecting constantly the problems war— 
the recollections war and forgetfulness, the enduring 
appeals battle, the ally and adversary that Love, 
the soldier’s relations Death, the varied images 
the enemy, the ache guilt and the speculations 
the future war. seems this reviewer that the 
philosophical reflections war made this perceptive 
and discerning professor will stimulate profound reflec- 
tions every reader, especially the reader who has 
been participant war’s hates and loves, satisfactions 
and disgusts, hopes and despairs. are grateful for 
the diary and journal his experiences the war, the 
letters his friends and for the excellent additions that 
the author has made his study the literature 
war. 


There are questions raised that should considered 
all philosophers and non-philosophers human 
nature—the obsession sex and the cruelty and ruth- 
lessness soldiers, the glamor and glory battle and 
death, the contradictions military life, evidenced 
the plunder and looting defenseless civilians and the 
compulsive protection homeless child. way 
the paradoxes civilian life are multiplied over and 
over military life, the love destruction and the 
love preservation, the craven cowardice man and 
his frequent overriding courage, his cruelty and his gen- 
erosity. Dr. Gray can sum series incidents that 
illustrate these paradoxes with words that cut deeply 
into the reader’s mind: “Despite the seeming arbitrari- 
ness everything, still believe that our lives are 
directed. When cease believe that, shall ready 
for death.” 


Best SELLERs 


The book filled with extraordinary descriptions the 
awe and ecstasy experienced battle, with letters either 
from himself from others that reveal deeper and 
deeper dimensions the soul. One such letter, found 
book entitled Letzte Briefe aus Stalingrad (Last 
Letters from Stalingrad) and written 
meteorologist the eve the battle that would bring 
certain death, touched inspiration: have alway; 
thought light-years and felt seconds everything 
around collapsing, whole army dying and 
night and day are aflame would have liked 
continue counting stars for few decades but nothing 
will come now.” Gray considers and makes his 
reader consider that peace will never come men 
until they understand why they have sought war. 
are not sure satisfying answer the mystery 
agree with the author that war reveals dimensions 
human nature above and below the 
standards for humanity, and that the final secrets 
why men fight must sought beyond the human 
the very nature being itself. There are some few 
passages these reflections that are somewhat fuzy 
and unclear their analyses but one can challenge 
the reasonableness his premise that the end any 
study war must strive deal with gods and 
the form man. the nature man war 
pears impenetrable mystery, possibly some 
plausible interpretation must sought the Trans 
cendent Being Whom the history mankind 


dependent. Thomas Wassmer, 
St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey. 


Watson-Watt, Sir Robert The Pulse Radar 
Dial. Feb. 17, 1959. 438p. $6.00. (Ila) 

The jacket the book tells that this the life-story 
the scientist who invented radar but the book itself 
deals only with twelve years the development 
radar. this reader, naval radar officer during World 
War II, the book great disappointment the 
author intended scientific work, why his over-lengthy 
history Scotland, his wordy description English 
politics, and above all his running fight with the 
Signal was knighted England for his 
work, but throughout the book takes pot-shots 
the Signal Corps for the work done that unit. 
this defense prove that did invent radar? 


Sir Robert intended readable composition, 
understood all, likewise failed. There are three 
and one half pages glossary the appendix cover 
the initials used the book refers 
phase the subject and tells that will 
treated more detail subsequently already has been. 
There chronological sequence events the 
author jumps back and forth whenever the thought 
strikes him. 

interesting learn that radar won the Battle 
Britain (and probably did) and that the Battle 
Britain won the war for the United States. might 
also value know, says, that England was 
defending the “Lost Colony” throughout, the “Lost 
Colony” being our United States! 

There included, course, great praise for the way 
radar worked warn the approach German 
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bombers, but there longer chapter defense 
radar when the Scharnhorst and Gneisenau sailed 
the English Channel untouched. Here the poor results 
were caused man, and all know, radar detected 
the Japs coming into Pearl Harbor, but again man was 
faulty his interpretation and reaction. 


Without doubt this the hardest book wade 
through that have ever come upon and although 
contains happy and unhappy memories for the author 
doesn’t offer much anyone else. 


John Cullen, 
Lt. Comdr, R., 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Young, Gordon The House Secrets 
Duell, Sloan and Pearce. Apr. 179p. $3.75. (I) 


The sub-title this story NTS National Alliance 
Russian Solidarists former associate editor 
Reuters and foreign correspondent “Russian Resist- 
ance the Soviet Regime Today.” The author first 
learned NTS February 1957, when the Com- 
munists Moscow produced four “foreign 
NTS agents—at press conference. Gordon Young 
dismissed their exaggerated stories, and instead decided 
look into the organization behind the self-confessed 
spies. 

went the House Secrets, commonplace house 
unfashionable suburb Frankfort, learn from 
the lips and activities the organization’s leaders and 
members their goal: liberation for Russians from the 
communist yoke Russians. Only singleminded dedi- 
cation could have achieved the impossible method. 


The desire for freedom homeland begot the idea 
solidarity purpose and activity among many. The 
belief that ideas can more than money guns, led, 
despite meagre resources, publication and literature, 
radio broadcasts their countrymen the Soviet 
Union, responsive sparks freedom among the 
Soviet armed forces, contact with and times con- 
viction Soviet tourists even the inaugurations 
“molecular” cells within the Soviet Union itself. 
How far the ideas have spread the other side the 
curtain, even the NTS leaders not know. 


NTS has become the target increased Soviet press 
and radio barrages. Indications slip through that the 
trident, the three-pronged symbol NTS, becoming 
increasingly more evident Soviet walls and fences. 
These signs, and the periodic attempts their lives 
lead the NTS leaders believe the hour revolution 
isnot far off. 


The House Secrets has all the elements master 
spy story. However, because the tale perfect, the 
suspect many quarters, especially 
among some national groups. Gordon Young does not 
mention any but Soviet opposition his interesting 
story. Yet even does not seem convinced that 
this the answer communist domination the 


Russians. 
Walter Jaskievicz, 
Institute Russian Studies, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York. 


Wibberley, Leonard Garlic the Soup! 
Washburn. May 11,1959. 212p. $3.75. 

Leonard Patrick O’Connor Wibberley, after months 
being haunted what could only call Portuguese 
ghost, decided live Portugal for while. Not 
tour it, you understand, but live it. had wife, 
four and 5/9ths children under and bulldog. Mrs. 
Wibberley and the children agreed that was fine 
idea and they did. (The only one who was less than 
happy with the subsequent adventure was Tully, the 
dog, who took stubborn dislike Portugal and the 
Portuguese people and never did get over it.) 
course, this the kind thing that you and talk 
about doing but never do. And pity The Wib- 
berleys got along just fine. the first place, they 
hadn’t any more money than you any case, 
Mr. Wibberley lives his writing ability, his income 
fluctuating, dependent great degree publishers 
and reading public. wasn’t just financially free 
off vacation. Nor did either his wife 
speak any (It just happens that they didn’t 
speak any Greek either, and were somewhat astounded 
when they discovered that Greek-speaking Greeks 
staffed the Greek ship they went Portugal on.) And 
they had their problems, too. They planned take 
their car, which they loved like member the family, 
with them. When was being loaded via the net onto 
the ship, slipped and crashed the cement dock 
some forty feet below. When, some several months 
later the car reached Portugal and was repaired (for 
$1000), and after they had paid for that and the gov- 
ernment authority keep there temporarily they 
had just about one hundred dollars left. This problem 
was finally resolved Mr. Wibberley’s writing another 
book, which presumably does with some ease. 
had good many his credit under the names 
Leonard Wibberley and Patrick O’Connor. 


This delightfully readable book. Its author writes 
with real tenderness and humor about his own family, 
and writes with sympathy and tolerance about 
Portugal and its people. suspect him being 
genuinely sympathetic and tolerant person. and 
his family thoroughly enjoyed their Portuguese adven- 
ture without becoming madly Portuguese themselves, 
and without insisting that their Portuguese acquaint- 
ances and servants become solidly American. The one 
thing the author did insist was “No garlic the 


soup!” 
Edith Howley, 
Madison, New Jersey 
Boehm, George 


(and the Editors Fortune) 


The New World Mathematics 
Dial. May 15,1959. 137p. $2.50. (1) 


Originally published Fortune, this work presents 
brief review the new vitality mathematics mani- 
fested modern developments the subject itself, 
well the diversified fields which applied, fields 
far apart the oil industry biology, and war. The 
book about mathematics but not it, the sense 
that the aim not give understanding the con- 
cepts and methods group theory, topology, etc.; but 
rather make the public aware that subjects exist and 


have theoretical well practical results. Perhaps 
readers will find the chapter high-speed computers 
the most interesting; but the entire book can read 


with profit. 
Edward Powers, 
University Scranton 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., Associate Editor 
Department Librarianship, Marywood College 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
book Specially Recommended 


book Recommended 

Adams, Ben Alaska, the Big Land 
Hill and Wang. Apr. 10, 1959. 213p., photogs., maps. 
$3.95, paper $2.25. 

Not guide book, though the Appendix has guide-book 
information bibliography, transportation and tours, 
hotels and lodgings, hunting and fishing, and calendar 
Alaskan events. Not picture-text, though almost 
every page has one photograph and few have two. 
And not strictly travel book the sense system- 
atic description the various regions the country. 
Rather, this overview what statehood will mean 
Alaska the light her history, resources, indus- 
tries, transportation facilities, and people. Much em- 
phasis given the part World War played opening 
the country, and almost much space the oppo- 
sition statehood the part selfish interests. State- 
ments are factual and often backed statistics. 
Information date ,the last date mentioned 
being January, 1959. Readable and times anecdotal, 
the book does not minimize the long pull ahead the 
new state. index would have eased the location 


information. 


Anderson, William 

First Under the North Pole; The Voyage 

the Nautilus 
World. Apr. 24, 1959. 64p., photogs., maps, drawings. 
$2.75. 
The Commander the first submarine cross the 
North Pole ice, (“the most difficult job ship 
navigation since describes pleasantly and 
untechnically the occasion his being asked 
his planning, the first abortive attempt, the successful 
try six weeks later, the celebrations and citations after- 
ward. Almost interesting the brief record the 
trip the account life board. The photographs 
are clear and informal, the diagrams the submarine 
and the maps its course simple 
Final pages give the names the crew for the voyage. 
The whole makes inviting picture-text which readers 
5th-8th grades can use, but which, because its 
subject, will also have its appeal for high school. 


The Clock Live 
Abelard. Apr. 30, 1959. 


Isaac 

Diagrams John Bradford. 
160p. $3.00. 

Somewhat more cautious its statements and bit 
more detailed its information than Adler’s Time 


SELLERs 


Your Life (Day, 1955), this nevertheless covers some 
the same phases time measurement. However, 
where the Adler book stresses time rhythm and 
into the rhythm the atom, space, music, 
rocks, the human body, the Asimov work 
trates intervals time and the various 
adopted people down the centuries into our own 
period. Before these are described, however, the author 
discusses the day, hour, week, month, zodiac, seasons, 
eras, these were known different peoples and over 
different ages, with interesting details concerning 
mology terms and references interesting historical 
incidents and individuals. always, his approach 
deceptively easy, with homely asides and helpful recalls, 
and many references human resistance change, 
The drawings John Bradford throw further light 
some the more difficult concepts; one the mos 
unexpected which chart showing the span and 
overlapping some dozen national chronologies, Greek, 
Roman, Jewish, Christian, Mohammedan, French Re. 
publican, and others. 


Clark, Roger Ride the White Tiger 
Illustrated Kim. Little. Mar. 25, 1959. 207p. $3.00. 


story Korean boy’s experiences when 
munists took over his country and, his father and older 
brother having disappeared, the boy became man the 
family for his mother and small brothers. The action 
mainly concerned with the family’s moves about the 
country and their search for food, plus 
episode when Lee acted signaler for Allied bombs 
North Korea. the communications unit 
was kind the boy, and the book proper ends with 
the death that American. Epilogue explains 
that the story really that the illustrator the 
book, who now the author’s adopted son. The title 
comes from Korean legend related the book, where- 
the unselfish courage youth rewarded. While 
interesting reflection the illustrator’s brush with 
war, the book lacks suspense, the Korean scene does 
not come alive, and the characters not have enough 
them seem real. 


Clymer, Eleanor and Lillian Erlich 

Modern American Career Women 
Dodd. Mar. 23,1959. 178p., photogs. $3.00. 
There good variety and coverage this assemblage 
short, factual accounts outstanding American 
women whose achievements lay many different 
Though some them are now dead, their 
careers all lay the 20th century, and some cases 
the individual women were pioneers for their sex. Thus 
have Lillian Gilbreth, Frances Perkins, Anne O’Hare 
McCormick, Clare Boothe Luce, and Mary Honor 
Donlon. Others, like Virginia Gildersleeve, Georgia 
Helen Taussig, Helen Hayes, Agnes Mille, 
did not break new ground, career-wise, but 
reached the heights their fields. still other 
the interest lies the subject’s having overcome great 
odds reach their goals, eg. Babe Zaharias and 
Jacqueline Cochran. The writing not inspired but 
the facts speak for themselves. For vocational 
this should helpful. 
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Eby, Lois 

Patty Lynn, Daughter the Rangers; Patrick 

Lawson (pseud.) 
Dodd. Mar. 16,1959. 175p., photogs. $3.00. 
This story summer the life the daughter 
fctitious director Yosemite National Park not 
city youth happy that his famous plant-pathologist 
can continue search the blister-rust epidemic 
which was attacking the Park’s stand white pine. 
There are accidents, misunderstandings and jealousies 
basis for conflict, which keep the story moving. 
Best part the book has with Park policy and 
rules. Over and over the principle the balance 
nature explained and brought into the plot. Em- 
phasized, too, are Park rules—to the extent that “Patty 
lynn” appends set for the benefit readers 
who Yosemite, case don’t happen there 
answer your questions.” Easy, wholesome reading 
for junior high, which girls will enjoy. 


Herron, Edward 
Wings Over Alaska; The Story Carl 
Ben Eielson 

Messner. Apr. 192p. $2.95. 


Youthful readers interested our 49th state are fairly 
sure come upon references Mt. Eielson and 
Air Force Base, named honor the flyer 
who pioneered Alaskan aviation. flyer World 
War who had trouble staying course, tried law, 
flying and teaching after the war ended. When 
agroup Fairbanks business men bought plane 
help solve their transportation problems, Ben was 
chosen fly it—without maps, weather reports, ade- 
quate instruments landing fields. And got lost 
his first trip out. After had convinced the 
Federal Government that flying the mail was practic- 
able, had large ideas about government-sponsored 
fying services Asia, but not even General Billy 
Mitchell’s faith the proposition helped here. What 
brought world-wide fame Eielson was flying Hubert 
Wilkins over the Arctic Ocean from Fairbanks Point 
Barrow Spitzbergen. Wilkins year later 
made the first air trip into Antarctica. was 
killed that same year when his altimeter failed and 
against Alaskan hillside. Story-biography, 
with much dialog interpolated, this also good adven- 
ture and not bad history. 


Joy, Charles 

Young People the Eastern Mediterranean 
Duell. Rpr. 24,1959. 179p. $3.50. 
Twenty boys and girls, two each from Egypt, Lebanon, 
Greece, Yugoslavia, Libya, Cyprus, Turkey, Irag, Jordan 
and Israel, tell about themselves their own words. 
They tell about their homes, schools, churches, 
meals, work, play, rest, customs and ambitions. Among 
are Christians, Jews and Moslems. And there 
Arabs, Turks, Greeks and Serbs. result 
there variety and diversity, contrast, surprise 
and even diasppointment, but also certain amount 
similarity universality interests, likes and dis- 


likes. The introductory chapter the Mediterranean 
and the other introductory sections preceding each pair 
accounts, which the compiler contributes, make this 
very informative book most important region 
today’s world. American teen-agers today would 
well compare their present lack-a-daisical attitude 
the more serious-minded aspirations these Eastern 
Mediterranean youngsters. Much the content the 
book earlier appeared Junior Scholastic magazine. 
The attractive jacket and clever endpaper map and 
photographer design James MacDonald make the 
accounts that much more meaningful, appealing and 


friendly. 
Sister Emma, SS.C.M., 
Andrean High School, 
Gary, Indiana. 


Kjelgaard, James Arthur 

Stormy; Jim Kjelgaard 
Holiday House. Apr. 15,1959. 190p. $2.95. 
Another boy-and-dog story firstrate craftsman. Un- 
like some his others, this stresses the boy’s actions 
more than the dog’s. has with teen-aged 
boy, living alone wilderness lakeshore while his 
father serving jail sentence for assaulting neighbor. 
The neighbors the meantime make hard for the 
boy and when one them killed the boy flees 
hiding place creek, accompanied the outlaw 
dog which has meanwhile adopted him. Together, boy 
and dog rescue one the neighbors and the game 
warden when the latter injured and both men take 
refuge island the lake during blizzard. 
all Kjelgaard’s books, there fine feeling for the natural 
excellent information about woodscraft and the 
ways birds, animals and fish. And there the cus- 
tomary sound lesson about the balance nature, good 
sportsmanship, and decent restraint using our 
natural resources. 


The Discoverer Insulin, Dr. Frederick 
Banting 

Apr. 20, 1959. 192p. $2.95. 

young Canadian doctor who had specialized ortho- 
pedics and won the Military Cross during World War 
found private practice unrewarding. 
instructorship the University Western Ontario 
helped pay his rent, but his heart was research, par- 
ticularly into the cause diabetes. Persistent requests 
Medical School, finally obtained for him assistant, 
ten dogs, and bench small chemistry laboratory 
for exactly eight weeks. Ten weeks and many, many 
dogs after the pair started work ,they had discovered 
insulin and its power halt the ravages diabetes. 
Banting was then years old. Honors, including the 
Nobel Prize (resentfully shared with Dr. Macleod), and 
knighthood, poured his way until his death air- 
plane accident 1941. Entertaining, informative and 
inspiring reading, this makes good introduction 
the scientific approach, the same time that intro- 
duces world-famous benefactor young readers. 


Messner. 


Stephen Warren 

The Voyage the Javelin 
Illustrated John O’Hara Cosgrave Mar. 
25,1959. 189p. $2.95. 
From the practiced hand successful writer for boys 
comes full-bodied tale teen-aged Bob Wingate who 
went ship’s boy from Portsmouth fast American 
clipper ship that rounded the Horn, touched San Fran- 
cisco, picked furs for the China trade Vancouver, 
loaded 1800 tons tea Canton for delivery 
London—and brought the boy home triumph 
fourth mate. The Maine background, life sea, the 
ugly, blowsy docks San Francisco and London, the 
Sacramento gold fields, brush with unfriendly North- 
west Indians, glimpse gracious living Honolulu 
and Canton, all come alive with judiciously chosen 
And the author has not prettied them 
unduly. There good conflict, both with the elements 
and with humans. brief Foreword describes the 
Age the Clipper Ship, the greatest era the 
history merchant sail,” and identifies some the 
fastest these, telling why the period lasted only 
quarter-century. Only very understanding author 
would have remembered reassure his readers 


the future his principal characters the face the 
short-lived career ahead them the Clippers. The 
Cosgrave drawings are cleancut and stately. 


Iris 
The Doctor Who Dared, William Osler 
Messner. Apr. 20,1959. $2.95. 


admiring and revealing biography pioneer 
American medicine, the author shows how made 
medical history his skill diagnosis, revolutionary 
methods teaching and successful textbook writing. 
English descent and Canadian-born, Osler was the 
son High Church minister, educated church 
school, and first interested science pair in- 
spired teachers. from biology (his first 
love) medicine, studied abroad two years, became 
teacher McGill and reorganized Memorial General 
Hospital. From Montreal went the University 
Pennsylvania and was later invited head the medi- 
cal department the new Johns Hopkins University. 
Eventually, Oxford University made him Regius Pre- 
fessor medicine, and 1911 was knighted. The 
recital his innovations and achievements nicely 
detailed, the portrayal his warm, friendly per- 
sonality. Incidental ideas picked the youth- 
ful reader concern his faithful practice scheduling 
each moment the day, that time might 
wasted, without however losing his zest for life his 
capacity for friendship. 


Russell Potter 
Attack Fort Lookout; Red Reeder 
Duell. Mar. 20,1959. 184p. $3.00. 
The author, West Point graduate, appropriately tells 
story Lieutenant Andrew Raeburn, young grad- 
uate from the Academy, his first assignment. Based 
diary kept another West Pointer, Lieutenant 
Samuel Heintzelman, who served Fort Gratiot 
the early 19th century, the story has authentic flavor. 


SELLER; 


Lieutenant Raeburn’s first job the raw, forlorn camp 
was help build palisade protect Fort Lookout 
the Huron from the Indians and British, just before the 
War 1812. spite many desertions, the 
severity eccentric commanding officer, and the 
danger attack, the work progressed until the 
bagoes swooped down. Before the attack came, how. 
ever, Raeburn had discovered their ammunition 
short, had been sent Detroit for more just the 
lake was freezing over, had been court-martialed 
striking enlisted man. During the Indian attack, 
performed bravely, only face danger death im. 
mediately afterwards the hands insane sergeant, 


Because the story has suspense, danger, murder, good 
characterization and frequent clashes between 
istic fledgling officer and his hard-bitten superior, 
will certainly appeal junior high students. 
Nicholas McNeil, 
Cheverus High School, 
Portland, Maine. 


Reynolds, Helen 
Funk Wagnalls. Apr. 16,1959. 216p. $2.95. 

This lightly written story with unsensational plot 
has several values recommend it. deals with the 
adjustment teen-aged girl who has lived all her life 
remote mountain village must make when she 
goes the city live. shows the value Latin 
base for handling engineering terms. And under. 
scores the prudence and loyalty employers she mus 
observe, even when these may conflict with family 
interests. the surface, the story Carol who 
goes with her father Vancouver when the latter 
must enter hospital. From friendly, informal contacts 
with people around her she finds inexpensive 
ing house, job, stores where new clothes can 
estly purchased, and likeable boy take her the 
beach and other interesting places. After father and 
daughter return the mine which the source 
their livelihood, the boy follows the capacity 
assayer. Pleasant read ,and sound plot and 
acter-relationships. 


Rooke, Daphne Beti 


Houghton. Mar. 3,1959. 146p. $3.00. 

fantastic story concerned with the conflict between 
two girls born into the same family but reared very 
different atmospheres. Larki grew shielded her 
deeply religious family and protected from the world 
the high walls that surrounded her home. Beti was 
kidnaped the age two. Her memory 
alive the family who tried trace her and 
stantly prayed for her safe return. Larki spent hours 
imaginative conversation with her and longed for her. 
When Larki was 12, handsome young magician ap- 
peared the family home with terms for Beti’s release. 
But whe the girl returned Larki found her beautiful, 
impetuous and ruthless, reflection her life the 
Pool the Octopus, the evil kingdom ruled Jai, 
African pirate and smuggler. When Jai’s nephew 
tried recapture Beti, Larki was snatched away 
mistake. Accepted Beti the Pool the Octopus 
(where Jai had recently died), Larki was dazzled 
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its riches, horrified the evil and frightened for her 
Though she schemed outwit her captors, she 
was almost resigned accept the character and place 
her cousin when Beti returned reign Jai’s suc- 
cessor. But Beti perished fire, and Larki escaped 
with the young conjurer (in whom each girl had 
special interest). The local color the best feature 
the book. Plot and characters are barefacedly melo- 
dramatic they make the story seem better movie ma- 
terial than reading diet for teen-agers. 

Frances Dowling, 

Dunmore (Pennsylvania) 

Senior High School. 


Selsam, Millicent Ellis Plants That Heal 
Pictures Kathleen Elgin. Morrow. Apr. 1959. O-p. 

Easy, interesting reading for junior high this review 
medicinal herbs among primitive peoples, ancient 
and medieval societies, and the new light which modern 
methods have thrown many these. 
Among the “plants that made medical history” the 
author lists quinine, cortisone, rauwolfia 
moogra their natural and synthetic states. She re- 
views also certain popular folk remedies, some which 
fox-glove, Jimson weed, eucalyptus, opium poppy, 
coca) are still use today. There also chapter 
poisonous plants known primitives and ancients, 
some which like curare were late attracting scientific 
attention. Finally, there discussion antibiotics 


‘and vitamins, with brief look into the hopes which 


medicine finds the ulcer-healing constituents cab- 
bage and oatmeal, and similar cancer-killing chemicals 


May apples. 


Serraillier, Ian The Silver Sword 
Illustrated Walter Hodges. Criterion. Apr. 17, 1959. 
187p. $3.50. 

1940 when the Nazis took Warsaw, schoolteacher 
named Joseph Balicki was sent prison camp, his 
wife concentration camp, and his house blown up. 
Escaping were their children, Ruth 13, Edek and 
Bronia three. For the rest the war, the three children 
hid Warshaw, bombed-out basement during the 
winter, the forest during the summer. Joining them 
was Jan, boy who lived his wits and his thieving 
hands. After war ended, the four (including Edek who 
had meantime spent some time concentration camp 
where developed tuberculosis) worked their way 
foot and thumbed rides Berlin, and thence Switzer- 
land where the family had agreed meet their 
grandmother’s place. Symbol their hope during all 
the bad days was tiny silver sword which the father 
had once given the mother and with which bribed 
Jan take word his children after the escape from 
his prison camp. Said based fact, the story 
great courage and ingenuity, with well-drawn 
characters who share their small possessions with others, 
with humor and suspense and hardships, well 
with frank picture the devastation and suffering 
war can bring. Grades 6-8, girls particularly, will like 
Ruth who mothered the little group and taught the 
neighborhood children her bombed-out basement. 


Spittel, Richard Savage Island 
Criterion. Feb. 192p. $3.50. 

From his personal knowledge the jungle and the 
Vedda aborigines the author wrote this story demon- 
strate that man, unarmed and unfamiliar with the 
jungle, can survive observing the habits the wild- 
life about him. 


postulates young Dutch boy, Hans, sole survivor 
shipwreck, who was washed ashore the edge 
the jungle. soon realized that survival depended 
entirely upon himself. Desperate with hunger and 
thirst, entered the jungle find food and water. 
cautious observation the habits the wild 
animals, learned what was safe eat and drink and 
where find it. Gradually, made friends with 
some the animals. tiny monkey and leopard 
cub became his pets. And even helped wounded 
elephant that never forgot him. Upon venturing far- 
ther into the jungle, Hans was captured natives 
called Veddas, who later took him into their family 
group. They taught him hunt, fish and use the bow 
and arrow. Climax Hans’ exciting adventures came 
when was taken prisoner hunters cruel native 
king who ordered him tortured death. The elephant 
had befriended saved his life. The narration 
this story simple and interesting, and much informa- 
tion given pertaining the jungle, its dangers, and 
wild animal habits. Both boy and girl readers junior 
high level will find thrilling. 

Nicholas McNeil, S.J. 


Turngren, Annette Mystery Haunts the Fair 
Funk Wagnalls. Apr. 16,1959. $2.95. 


Founders’ Day play which she wrote and was direct- 
ing for the Centennial Fair the little Midwest town 
Garland brought Margaret Ellender (about 18) face 
face with puzzling facts about John Bishop, the town’s 
first schoolmaster, and strange maneuvers the 
wealthy Brandons, central figures her show and 
pioneer family into which she was slowly and reluc- 
tantly drifting the fiancee young Paul Brandon. 
After delving into old journal and quizzing her 
grandfather, she set about unraveling the mystery 
the community hatred for John Bishop, the island 
secret, some threatening letters the Brandons and 
their withdrawal their Centennial gift. 
Besides her successful detective work, Margaret solved 
her marriage problem deciding college instead, 
preferring wait for John Bishop’s descendant, at- 
tractive young man who had meantime shown from 
New York for the celebration. Not any sense out- 
standing and certainly not well handled the 
author’s Mystery Walks the Campus, this may read 
mystery fans among high school girls who will not 
bothered the trivialities and improbabilities which 


move the plot along. 
Frances Dowling. 


Voorhoeve, Rudolf Harimau 
Translated from the Dutch Jan Fabricius. Day. Apr. 
30, 1959. 189p. $2.95. 

professional game hunter writes, without sentimen- 
tality humanizing and yet with respect, about 


Sumatran tiger which hunted down the request 
Palembang villagers. First cattle thief and later 
the tiger was considered Wood Spirit 
the natives and sacrifices were offered propitiation. 
When the white hunter was called the first time 
rid the natives the fearful beast, the tiger outwitted 
him. Only resorting what considered 
cowardly device, steel trap, was the hunter eventually 
successful. The characteristics lush jungles, the ways 
the villagers, the cunning ruthlessness the animal, 
the incidental activities mate and cubs, are con- 
cretely and colorfully described. The writer’s ability 
plot out the beast’s planning without ascribing 
reasoning powers matched his realistic attitude 
toward jungle life. Junior high will like this. 


Hold Back the Hunter 
189p., map. $3.50. (Your Fair 


White, Dale 
Day. Mar. 12, 1959. 
Land series) 


One new series fiction titles, each planned 
incorporate something the history and appearance 
one our national parks. The central figure here 
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and, according the author, the only fictitious charac. 
ter the story, teen-aged half-breed, Gabe 


_patrick, who guides the Langford-Hayden 


into the Yellowstone region 1870-71 when Langford 
was trying “authenticate repudiate” the 
which trappers had spread concerning the wonders 
the region. protegee and adopted son Jim Bridger, 
Gabe had heard all the famous trapper’s tall tale 
and, like the rest the latter’s hearers, could not 
sure which were fact and which fiction, but 
they must true. The author has been successful 
making Gabe real person, torn between his Indian 
and white heritage, but enough Indian want 
preserve the amazing territory which took his 
band explorers. dream sees himself hold. 
ing back the white hunter, and when Congress finally 
votes make the area national park his dream come 
true finds himself the first guard appointed 
the new superintendent the Park. Good adventure, 
excellent descriptions the marvels the Park, and 
the emphasis conservation make this both independ. 
ently interesting for free reading and useful junior 
high social studies classes. 
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